
Great British Heritage
18 Magical Days – London to London

• Spend 3 nights in Bath, visiting Tintern Abbey in the Welsh

Borderlands, Glastonbury, Stourhead Gardens and the Roman Baths

•  Cruise on Lake Windermere, visit Dove Cottage and enjoy a steam

train ride through Beatrix Potter country

•  Enjoy 4 wonderful nights in Scotland visiting Glasgow, Edinburgh

and the Highlands, including the Isle of Skye and Loch Ness

•  Sample whisky at Glengoyne and enjoy a special Rob Roy and

William 'Braveheart' Wallace guided tour of Stirling Castle

•  Spend 3 nights in Yorkshire, visit York's Shambles, Castle Howard

and ride on a heritage train across the Yorkshire Moors to Captain

Cook’s Whitby

•  Stay 3 nights in Shakespeare's Stratford, visit Shakespeare's birth-

place, Anne Hathaway's Cottage, medieval Warwick Castle and

magnificent Chatsworth House

Less time on coaches,
average 175 kms
travelled per day

Max 30 passengers for
a more personal
touring experience

Genuinely
Inclusive 

Over $1,800 value of
extras  included with
no hidden costs

The Albatross Difference

Magdalen College Tower, Oxford

Albatross gives you more…
•  Spend a day in the enchanting Cotswolds, visit Stonehenge, enjoy

a walking tour of Oxford, explore an 18th century Cotton Mill

village and experience the Beatles Story in Liverpool

•  Step back in time and become ‘guests of the castle’ for your last

farewell banquet and night staying in ‘the loveliest castle in the

world‘ - Leeds Castle



DAY 1      LONDON                                                                                    

Your tour commences this evening with a welcome drink and dinner in your

central London hotel. This is an ideal chance to meet, and get to know, your

Tour Manager and fellow travellers. (D)                       

Your London Hotel – Hilton London Metropole.

DAY 2      BATH                                                                                    

Travelling west we reach Salisbury Plain where we visit the remarkable

megaliths of Stonehenge. After time at leisure in nearby Salisbury, we

continue to Bath and visit the famous Roman Baths and Pump room. Our

hotel for the next three nights is in the centre of town.  (B, D)    

Your Bath Hotel – Francis Hotel Bath.   

DAY 3      BATH                                                                                    

This morning we take a scenic drive beside the winding, picturesque River

Wye through the delightful Welsh borderlands. Highlight of your day will

be a visit to the ancient ruins of Tintern’s Cistercian Abbey, romantically set

in a peaceful forest and providing inspiration to poets through the centuries.

We will also visit Monmouth and enjoy a photo stop at Chepstow Castle.

Set high above the River Wye, this Norman Castle dates back nearly 1,000

years. Dinner tonight is included in a local restaurant. (B, D)

DAY 4      BATH                                                                                    

Driving into Somerset we spend the morning visiting Britain’s earliest

Christian sanctuary – the famous ruins of Glastonbury. Legendary burial

place of King Arthur and his Queen Guinevere, Glastonbury was once the

grandest and richest abbey in England. Later we continue to Wiltshire and

visit magnificent Stourhead - the celebrated 18th century landscape garden

and Palladian mansion. Returning to Bath the remainder of your afternoon

and evening  is at leisure to explore Bath’s picturesque cathedral, the

Georgian crescents, sights and shops.  (B)     

DAY 5      BOWNESS-ON-WINDERMERE IN THE LAKE DISTRICT                                                                                     

Travelling north we reach Liverpool for lunchtime. After a brief orientation

tour including Strawberry Fields, Penny Lane and other sights made famous

by the Beatles, we stop at the Albert Docklands to visit the Beatles Story

Museum. Later we continue north to the picturesque Lake District where we

stay two nights in Bowness-on-Windermere.  (B, D) 

Your Lake District Hotel – Macdonald Old England Hotel and Spa. Standing

directly on the shore of Lake Windermere, the historic Macdonald Old England

Hotel and Spa is set in the heart of the Lake District National Park.  

See www.macdonaldhotels.co.uk/oldengland       

DAY 6      BOWNESS-ON-WINDERMERE IN THE LAKE DISTRICT                                                                                    

We will spend a delightful day touring the famous Lake District. This

morning we visit Ambleside and Grasmere where we have included

entrance to the Wordsworth Museum and a guided visit through Dove

Cottage, once home to the poet William Wordsworth.  In the afternoon we

enjoy a cruise to Lakeside. Here we board a beautifully preserved steam

train for a short 6 kilometre ride through the glorious countryside of Beatrix

Potter to Newby Bridge and Haverthwaite.  (B) 

DAY 7      FORT WILLIAM IN THE SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS                                                                                       

Crossing into Scotland we enjoy a morning tea stop in Gretna Green before

visiting the revitalised city of Glasgow. Mid afternoon we stop at Dumgoyne

to sample a ‘wee tipple’ in the Glengoyne Distillery. Sit back and relax and

enjoy the scenery as we travel along the shores of Loch Lomond and on

into the Scottish Highlands to Fort William, where we stay two nights.  (B, D)                      

19

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON

Stonehenge

Salisbury

Stirling

Whitby
Castle Howard

Warwick

Monmouth

Tintern

Stourhead

Glastonbury

Liverpool

Grasmere

Broadway

Glasgow

Callander

New Lanark

Chatsworth

Oxford

Windsor

Bourton on 
the Water

WALES

IRELAND

ENGLAND

SCOTLAND 

Lake District

The Trossachs

Cotswolds

1

3

2

3

BATH

WINDERMERE

LONDON

LEEDS CASTLE

EDINBURGH

YORK

1

Skye

FORT WILLIAM

Loch Ness

Loch Lomond

2
North Sea

3

2

Tintern Abbey

Overnight stays

Included excursions

Tour commences

Upgraded itinerary: nowwith Skye and Loch Ness!



20

Your Edinburgh Hotel - Crowne Plaza Edinburgh – The Roxburghe*

* 26 July & 20 September departures stay at the Winnock Hotel in Drymen

DAY 10      EDINBURGH                                                                                       

After a hearty Scottish breakfast, we are joined by a local guide to discover

this city’s rich history.  The highlight of your morning will be crossing the

drawbridge to visit Edinburgh Castle, which dominates the city’s skyline. 

Your afternoon and evening are at leisure in this grand city.  (B)  

DAY 11      YORK      

Driving south we reach the New Lanark World Heritage Site, a sensitively

restored 18th century cotton mill village in South Lanarkshire. The giant mill

wheels still sit over the torrential river and the 200 year old terraced houses

have been restored offering an intriguing look at the workers family life two

centuries ago. Later we continue to the city of York where we spend the

next three nights.  (B, D)

Your Yorkshire Hotel – Royal York Hotel. This ‘grand style’ 4 star hotel is

surrounded by beautiful gardens and is superbly located in the heart of the

beautiful historic city of York, only 400 metres from the main sights and

shopping streets of the old town.   

DAY 12      YORK      

After a city orientation tour the rest of your day will be entirely at leisure in this

magnificent city. The superb location of your hotel makes visiting all the sights

so easy.  Make sure you visit the Minster, the largest gothic church in England,

go shopping in narrow streets around the historic ‘Shambles’ (the preserved

medieval  street) or maybe walk along the Roman built city walls.  (B)

What happened here at New

Lanark helped shape the

modern world. David Dale, and

son-in-law Robert Owen, were

100 years ahead of their time by daring to care for their workers.

Building a model industrial community and inventing ‘enlightened

management’, they abolished child labour and corporal

punishment.  Villagers were provided with decent homes, schools

and evening classes, affordable food and amazingly, free health care.

New Lanark, where Workers’ Rights were pioneered, is both a

beautiful and meaningful visit. See Day 11.

Och aye, the noo! Think of

historical Scottish characters

and vivid images of Rob Roy

and William ‘Braveheart’

Wallace immediately spring to mind. What could be better than

dedicating a full day in the stomping grounds of these larger than

life heroes? That is why Albatross plan a fascinating day in the

landscape of the Trossachs and our expert, local guide spins wee

yarns as we follow their immortal footsteps through Stirling Castle.

A day of legends! See Day 9.

Warwick CastleStonehenge © English Heritage Photo Library

Your Fort William Hotel - Nevis Bank Inn*
*26 July & 20 September departures stay at the Winnock Hotel in Drymen and alternative touring

arrangements will be made. 

DAY 8      FORT WILLIAM IN THE SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS                                                                                       

There is nothing quite like a day in the Highlands! Driving west we pass the

Glenfinnan viaduct on our way to Mallaig, where we cross by ferry ‘over sea

to Skye’.  Arriving on the Isle of Skye we visit the magnificent 20,000 acre

estate, historic gardens and woodlands around Armadale Castle. Here we

also visit the Museum of the Isles, showing a history of the Scottish Highlands

and Islands through the story of Clan Donald, one of the most powerful

Scottish clans. Later we take the bridge back to the mainland at the Kyle of

Lochalsh and make a photo stop at the dramatic Eilean Donan Castle. Passing

Loch Cluanie we reach Invermoriston beside that most famous Loch of all –

Loch Ness. Following the shore south we enjoy an afternoon break at Fort

Augusta on the Loch’s southern tip.  (B, D) 

DAY 9      EDINBURGH                                                                                       

This morning we travel over forested hills to the Trossachs and the town of

Callander, in the heart of Rob Roy country.  Set dramatically beneath high,

wooded crags, this delightful town with its tearooms, craft and woollen

shops makes the ideal morning tea stop. Continuing on we visit Stirling, the

ancient capital of Scotland, that lies at the heart of the nation's history. The

streets of the Old Town wind upwards towards the castle, 250 feet up on a

craggy rock.  Our local guide takes us through this grand fortification, with its

splendid views across the countryside to the Wallace Monument – built in

commemoration of this legendary Scottish hero, William ‘Braveheart’ Wallace.

Later we arrive in Edinburgh, where we stay for the next two nights.  (B, D) 
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DAY 13      YORK      

Driving east, we stop at Pickering where we board a heritage train of the

North Yorkshire Moors Railway for the ride to Goathland. With its charming

1930 village atmosphere, this station is known to many as Aidensfield in the

television series Heartbeat, and also as the bewitching Hogsmeade Station

in the first Harry Potter film. From here we drive to the coastal town of

Whitby, once home to the famous explorer Captain Cook, where we enjoy

lunchtime at leisure. This afternoon we follow the Yorkshire coast, past

Scarborough to visit Castle Howard, the setting for the famous TV drama

‘Brideshead Revisited’.  (B)

DAY 14      STRATFORD-UPON-AVON                       

A leisurely start as we drive south into Derbyshire to reach Chatsworth mid

morning. Here we visit Chatsworth House with its glorious interior, treasure

rooms and gardens complete with an ornate maze and the 300 year old

water ‘Cascade’. Later we continue to Stratford-upon-Avon and visit Anne

Hathaway’s cottage before settling into our central hotel, where we stay for

the next three nights.  (B, D) 

Your Stratford Hotel – Mercure Shakespeare. This delightful half-timbered

Elizabethan style hotel exudes all the character and style you would expect of

a hotel set in the very heart of Stratford-upon-Avon. This 4 star hotel boasts an

excellent location, within easy walking distance of all the main sights, making

the ‘Shakespeare’ a wonderful base for you to come and go at leisure.

DAY 15      STRATFORD-UPON-AVON      

This morning we visit nearby Warwick and its medieval castle. Over a

thousand years of secrets hide in the shadows of the castle – tales of murder,

mystery, intrigue and scandal. After visiting Shakespeare’s Birthplace the

rest of the day and evening will be free to relax and wander the streets of

Elizabethan Stratford-upon-Avon. (B) 

DAY 16      STRATFORD-UPON-AVON      

We will spend the entire morning in Oxford, home to one of Europe’s oldest

and most famous universities. A local guide takes us on a walking tour

around the city and its colleges. In the afternoon we will wander leisurely

through one of the most beautiful and unique regions in England – the

Cotswolds. We make stops in the famous villages of Broadway and Bourton-

on-the-Water. (B, D) 

DAY 17      MAGNIFICENT LEEDS CASTLE      

Travelling south we skirt London and enjoy a morning stop in Windsor. 

Later we continue into the heart of Kent and arrive at Leeds Castle where we

stay our last, and most memorable night! Set romantically on an island

surrounded by a broad moat, the Castle, Gatehouse and Maidens tower

comprise one of the world’s greatest sights. Tonight the entire castle

becomes ours to enjoy!  We have included a private tour through the grand

staterooms, halls, library, chapel and the 13th century section of the castle.

Later, in the Library, we will enjoy a pre-dinner drink before our final farewell

dinner in the Henry VIII Banqueting Hall.  (B, D)

Your home for the night – Leeds Castle
It is important to stress that Leeds Castle is NOT a hotel. It is, as its name

suggests, a genuine castle. Albatross Tours have chartered the entire castle

for our own use for the evening and overnight. There is no hotel room

service and nor are there any other guests. There is no hotel bar, there is a

drinks trolley. There are no hotel porters, the Footmen will ensure your bags

are taken to your rooms. The Butler acts as the major-domo to a team of

white gloved wait staff ensuring service is always entirely correct. 

Your rooms for the night
You have a choice of two categories of accommodation - State rooms or

Battlement (Servants) rooms.  A full set of details and pictures are displayed

on the Great British Heritage tour page on our website www.albatrosstours.

com.  The tour price on Page 22 is based on Battlement (Servants) rooms.

Battlement (Servants) Rooms – 7 rooms

Beautifully renovated and still using quality, period style furniture. These

converted servants’ living quarters are spacious and the bathrooms have

all been completely modernised. Each room tells a story and is sensitively

decorated in keeping with the role of the original servants who lived there.

These rooms have limited views. 

State Rooms – 10 rooms

The largest of all the rooms available, they have a grand style with 20’s style

period piece furniture and retain the original, older style bathrooms.   

40 to 50 years ago, when super-

model Twiggy was driving her

sparkling mini along Britain’s newly

laid motorway systems, it was quite possible to zip around the country in

no time at all. In that long ago era British coach touring itinerary styles

evolved and even then, they were at a mad pace, littered with one night

stops.  Half a century later this same senseless touring style is still

promoted everywhere yet these motorways are now so clogged they are

more like car parks! Despite incredible congestion combined with

massively increased tourist numbers those itineraries have not changed.

Due to these new time constraints they have no time to explore the

gardens of a stately home or grab a leisurely drink in a delightful country

pub! Astonishingly, incredible sites and landmarks are actually

disappearing from itineraries or becoming snappy photo stops. One

example is Warwick Castle. A fantastic, amazing visit for which you need

to set aside about 3 hours to really enjoy. Yet virtually all ‘those’ itineraries

find this inconvenient so they have dropped it! Ridiculous!

Albatross will not do that. I am so proud of our Great British Heritage

tour. With 2 and 3 night stays throughout and our unique style of touring we

have time to do Britain justice. Just look at the pace of our tour and the

incredible list of unique excursions and events we are able to include.  Aren’t

they why you are visiting Great Britain?

Think of Twiggy in her mini 

Edinburgh Castle drawbridge
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•  All the sightseeing, scenic drives and excursions (as per the itinerary)

•  Fully escorted by our experienced Tour Manager

•  First class air-conditioned touring coach

•  End of Tour tips to Tour Manager, driver and local guides

• 17 nights selected accommodation as described 

•  Hotel porterage (1 bag per person)

•  English/Scottish breakfasts daily  

• 11 dinners including a farewell banquet in Leeds Castle  

•  Welcome drink in London 

•  Local guides – Dove Cottage, Edinburgh, Stirling, Oxford and Leeds

Castle    

•  Entrances: Stonehenge, Tintern Abbey, Glastonbury Abbey, Stourhead,

Bath’s Roman Baths & Pump Room, Beatles Story Museum, Dove

Cottage and Wordsworth Museum, Edinburgh Castle, Stirling Castle,

Castle Howard, Chatsworth House, Shakespeare’s Birthplace, Anne

Hathaway’s Cottage, Warwick Castle and Leeds Castle

•  Cruise on Lake Windermere, Lakeside to Haverthwaite steam train ride,

Glengoyne Distillery tasting, visit Armadale Castle & the Museum of

the Isles and New Lanark Heritage Centre, North Yorkshire Moors

Railway heritage train journey

•  Personal audio system whilst on tour 

Tour Inclusions

18 days only $6,589 pp twin share

Single supplement $1,579
(land only prices in Australian dollars)

Special Earlybird Offer - Book by 22 Dec 2013 to save $300 pp!

Leeds Castle State room supplement:

Upgrade to a State room $60 per person twin share, $120 single

2014 Dates and Prices

SPECIAL
Early Bird
O!er

22

‘With our tour guide’s knowledge we all learned more about

the UK in 17 days than we had in the last 30 years! Our trip

included several abbeys, castles, churches, points of interest

but the highlight was the overnight stay in Leeds Castle.‘ Peter

Please note, spaces in each room category are naturally limited and will be sold
specifically on a first come first sold basis.  Book early to avoid possible disappointment. 

Additionally, whilst each room in each accommodation category has a specific name,
we are not able to allocate any particular named room to a booking.  You can only book
a category of accommodation.  Requests for specific named room are not guaranteed.

Note: there is NO lift in the Castle.  The State rooms are on the first floor. The Battlement
(Servants) rooms are on the second floor.

DAY 18      LONDON      

Mid morning, after a leisurely breakfast in the Dining Room, we will transfer

to St Pancras and Paddington stations, in central London, where sadly our

tour ends.  (B)

STARTS ENDS STARTS ENDS

10 May 27 May 26 July 12 August 

24 May 10 June 9 August 26 August

7 June 24 June 30 August 16 September

21 June 8 July 13 September 30 September

12 July 29 July 20 September 7 October



Great British Heritage

When looking at the photos around this page Leeds Castle obviously stands out as a highlight.

However, it is important to note that we have also selected a special range of hotels for their

style and location throughout the rest of the tour.

In central Bath, the elegant Francis Hotel (middle photo, right) is centrally located in historic

Queen Square near the Royal Crescent and Roman Baths, whilst the Mercure Shakespeare

(bottom photo, right) is a delightful half-timbered Elizabethan style hotel in the absolute heart

of Stratford-upon-Avon.

You will discover the iconic Hotel Crowne Plaza Edinburgh – The Roxburghe on Charlotte

Square, a UNESCO World Heritage listed site, in Edinburgh’s city centre. Sadly, we had no space

left here to also show you the excellent Macdonald Old England Hotel and Spa, boasting

spectacular views across the Lake District, or the Royal York Hotel which is just a short walk

from York Minster and the ‘Shambles’. 

To see more photos plus our other specially selected hotels visit www.albatrosstours.com.

Y O U R  H O T E L  E X P E R I E N C E
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Clockwise from main: Leeds Castle; Henry VIII Banqueting Hall – Leeds Castle; Francis Hotel Bath; Mercure Shakespeare; Hotel Crowne Plaza Edinburgh -The Roxburghe; Library – Leeds Castle


